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9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  
Review your learning or 

learn something new from 
Khan Academy 

Have a time each day to 
have a family meeting to 

discuss concerns and notice 
each other's kindness. 

Make a stop motion movie 
with a free stop motion app.  

Problem solve something by 
fixing or organizing. 

 

Play and make music just 
search for Chrome Music 

Lab 

Mindful Minute: Take 3 deep 
breathes and focus on the 

sounds in the room.  

 

Read a historical document 
at archives.gov/historical-

docs 

Reflect and discuss What 
choices have been made by 

others that have changed 
your life since spring break?

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.  
 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 
For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



Grade 10 English Language Arts:  April 20-April 24, 2020 

Hello Parents and 10th Graders, 

Here is a review of content previously taught this school year. This learning 
opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 
opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 
work provided.  

Week 4: April 20-April 24 Pages 722-726 
                                  Day 1: 722 Day 2: 723 Day 3: 724 Day 4: 725 Day 5: 726 

● Read Aloud Accommodations are available on the specialized instruction and 
supports website referenced at the beginning of this packet. 

Ennoble_/әˈnōbәl/ 
 
Give someone a noble , 
honorable rank or title; to 
elevate someone’s status 

Renowned- /rәˈnound/ 
 
Known or talked about by 
many people, famous, 
celebrated 

Contradiction-/ˌkäntrәˈdikSH(ә)n/ 
 
A statement, idea or situation that are 
opposed to one another; opposite 
 

Excessive- /ikˈsesiv/ 
 
More than necessary, 
normal or desirable; too 
much 

Prediction-/prәˈdikSH(ә)n/ 
 
A thing predicted, a forecast, 
a prophecy 

Innate- /iˈnāt/ 
 
Existing in, belonging or determined by 
factors present in an individual from birth 
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MAKING MEANING

Close Read the Text
1. This model, from lines 146–153, shows two sample annotations, 

along with questions and conclusions. Close read the passage, 
and find another detail to annotate. Then, write a question and 
your conclusion.

 Tool Kit 
Close-Read Guide and 

OEDIPUS THE KING, PART II

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.Analyze the Text

 Notebook Respond to these questions.

1. (a) What facts does Oedipus establish by questioning the old shepherd? 
(b) Draw Conclusions Why might this scene be considered the climax, 
or point of highest tension, in the tragedy? Explain.

2. (a) Why do you think Oedipus continues his investigation despite Jocasta’s 
strong objections? (b) Extend What might the playwright be saying 
about the importance of knowing oneself?

3. (a)  
Analyze Why does Oedipus insist that he should remain blind and 

living rather than dead? (c) Make a Judgment 
Oedipus ennobled by his suffering? Explain.

4. Essential Question: What does it mean to see? What have you learned 
about seeing and knowing from reading this play?

Messenger. Polybus had no blood ties 
to you. 
Oedipus. Are you saying that Polybus 
was not my father? 
Messenger. No more your father than I am. 
Oedipus. But you are nothing to me. 
Messenger. Nor was he. 
Oedipus. Why then did he call me his son? 
Messenger. Long ago I gave you to him 
as a gift.  

ANNOTATE: 

turns out to be 
a person from 
Oedipus’ past.

QUESTION: 
Why didn’t the 
messenger identify 
himself earlier?

CONCLUDE: The 
delay suggests that 
the messenger is 
afraid to reveal this 
information.

ANNOTATE: Oedipus does not understand 
what the messenger is saying.

QUESTION: Why is Oedipus so confused?

CONCLUDE: Everything he understands 
about his life is being challenged.

2. For more practice, go back into the play, and complete the 
close-read notes.

3. Revisit a section of the play you found important during your first read. Read 
this section closely, and annotate questions 
such as “Why did the author make this choice?” What can you conclude?

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it, and 
manipulate time create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

722 
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CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it mean to see?

Analyze Craft and Structure
Elements of Greek Tragedy In Poetics, the Greek philosopher Aristotle 
describes a tragedy as a serious play recounting related events in the life of 
a renowned and prosperous person who experiences a downfall. The main 
character, called the tragic hero or protagonist, undergoes this reversal of 
fortune as a result of hamartia, which is often translated as “a tragic flaw.” 
This flaw may be an innate character weakness. However, it may simply be a 
terrible mistake, an error in judgment, or the result of incomplete knowledge 
or ignorance. In addition, the protagonist may face an antagonist, a rival 
character or a force that is in conflict with the protagonist and contributes to 
his or her downfall.

The events in Greek tragedies came as no surprise to their first audiences. 
Greek audiences knew the myths on which the plays were based. The result 
was dramatic irony, a contradiction between what a character thinks and 
what the audience knows to be true. Dramatic irony engages an audience 
emotionally. Tension and suspense build as the audience waits for the 
characters to realize the truth. Dramatic irony helps produce the result that 
Aristotle said defines a tragedy: inspiring fear and pity in the audience.

Practice

 Notebook Respond to these questions.

1. In what ways does Oedipus fit the definition of a tragic hero?

2. Is there an antagonist in the play? If so, who or what is it? Use the chart to explore 
the possibilities. Then, write a paragraph making an argument for your choice.

Whom or what does Oedipus 
struggle against most strongly?

 

Who or what causes Oedipus 
the most harm?

Who or what eventually destroys 
Oedipus?

CREON TEIRESIAS FATE

3. How does the dramatic irony of the play build as Oedipus learns about his past?

4. Some scholars have stated that Oedipus’ tragic flaw is anger, whereas others 
suggest it is excessive pride. Do you think Oedipus has a tragic flaw? If so, explain 
whether you believe it to be anger, excessive pride, or another quality. If you do not 
think he has a specific tragic flaw, explain your reasoning. Support your answer with 
text evidence.

Oedipus the King, Part II 723
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

� WORD NETWORK

Add words related to 
blindness and sight from the 
text to your Word Network.

Concept Vocabulary

oracle prophecy inexorable 

Why These Words? These concept vocabulary words relate to predicting 
and experiencing the future. For example, when the ancient Greeks wanted 
to know what the gods had planned for them, they consulted an oracle, a 
religious figure who spoke for the gods. In Oedipus the King, the Oracle at 
Delphi issues a prophecy, or prediction about the future, that sets the events 
of the play in motion.

1. How does the concept vocabulary sharpen a reader’s understanding of the 
role that predictions played in Greek culture? 

2. What other words from Oedipus the King

Practice

 Notebook The concept words appear in Oedipus the King, Part II.

1. Use each concept word in a sentence that demonstrates your 
understanding of the word’s meaning. Then, write a sentence about 
Oedipus using all three words.

2. Use a dictionary or etymology reference to compare the origins of the 
words oracle and inexorable. What do the words have in common?

Word Study
Denotation and Connotation A word’s denotation is its dictionary 
meaning, independent of any associations the word may have. Synonyms 
have nearly identical denotations. A word’s connotation is the idea or 
emotion associated with the word. Often, words have positive or negative 
connotations that affect how people respond to them in both writing and 
speech. Synonyms often have different connotations. For example, the 
concept vocabulary word inexorable means “impossible to stop or prevent.” 
A synonym would be unstoppable. In most contexts, inexorable has negative 
connotations, while unstoppable has positive connotations.

1. Using a thesaurus, find other synonyms for inexorable. Write down three 
synonyms that have positive connotations and three that have negative 
connotations.

2. Choose three of the synonyms you found, and use each one in a separate 
sentence. Make the context of each sentence fit the connotation of the 
synonym.

OEDIPUS THE KING, PART II

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature

Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it, and 
manipulate time create such effects 
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

Language

reference materials, both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of speech, 
or its etymology.

of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.

words with similar denotations.

724 
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Chorus.

Let me walk humble in the paths of righteousness.

Let my life be simple and full of awe for things divine.

Let my tongue be free of arrogance.

Let me never seek too much.

Chorus.

The man who spits in the face of justice,

The man who scorns the altars of the gods,

That man will lose his empty dreams in the whirlwind  
of god’s fire.

Oedipus.

. . . I stand here, the most cursed of men.

Cursed in my birth. Cursed in an incestuous marriage.

Cursed in the murder of my father.

PASSAGE EFFECT

Author’s Style
Rhetorical Devices: Anaphora In Oedipus the King, the translator uses 
a variety of rhetorical devices, or patterns of language, to create dramatic 
effects. One of these rhetorical devices is anaphora, the repetition of a 
word or group of words at the beginning of two or more successive clauses 
or sentences. This is an ancient literary device that makes longer passages 
easier to remember, emphasizes key ideas, and adds emotional intensity. 

grief and fear:

Oedipus. Where upon this earth am I to go in my pain?

Where will my voice be carried on the wind?

Read It

Read aloud the passages from Part II of Oedipus the King to get a sense of 

it establishes a rhythm, lends dialogue a certain majesty, emphasizes certain 
ideas, or creates a combination of these effects.

Write It

 Notebook Write a paragraph in which you describe a scene from 
Oedipus the King

Oedipus the King, Part II 725
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Assignment
Write a dialogue that might have taken place among members of the 
Theban community after the events of the play. The characters in the 
dialogue should explain what they think and feel about the events, 
including answers to these questions:

Was Oedipus a good king? 

Does he deserve his punishment? 

What does it mean that Oedipus solved the riddle of the Sphinx but 
suspected nothing of his own true origins?

Writing to Sources
Plays differ from other forms of fiction because they are made almost 
entirely of dialogue, the conversation between or among characters. Along 
with stage directions, dialogue advances the action of the plot and reveals 
character traits and relationships. In a play, the name of the character who is 
speaking precedes each passage of dialogue. 

EFFECTIVE EXPRESSION

Vocabulary Connection Consider including several of the concept 
vocabulary words in your dialogue.

oracle prophecy inexorable 

Reflect on Your Writing
After you have written your dialogue, answer these questions.

1. How did writing your dialogue help you understand Oedipus’ dilemma?

2. What advice would you give to another student writing a dialogue?

3. Why These Words? The words you choose make a difference in your 
writing. Which words did you specifically choose to add power or clarity 

OEDIPUS THE KING, PART II

� STANDARDS
Writing

Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

Use narrative techniques, such 
as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters.

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.

726 
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